September 8™, 2026
Selectboard

Town of Falmouth
59 Town Hall Square
Falmouth, MA 02540

Dear Selectboard, Mr. Renshaw, and Staff,

Laura Moynihan of the Falmouth Housing Trust sent a letter dated 7/21/2026 to the Select
Board asking the board to reissue an RFP so they could move forward with their plans to
develop the parcels at 0 West Falmouth Highway. Despite repeated requests for clarification we
have not received a response regarding the town’s current position. We received a copy of Ms.
Moynihan’s letter on 8/17/2026, by Public Records Request, a few hours before that evening’s
Select Board meeting where the petitioners’ warrant article pertaining to the land was presented.
That letter presented multiple mistakes and misinterpretations that we address in the attached
rebuttal. We answer them within the original format, item by item. That rebuttal is attached to
this cover letter. To ensure any further discussion is based on a complete and accurate record,
this is our considered reply to correct errors, put the history in context, and show the legal,
political, and environmental consequences if you were to proceed with what was asked.

In summary, the specific facts, the law at the time and now, and the totality of the history and
circumstances support the fact that the Board’s decision to reject the project RFP in the spring
of 2026 was correct and enabled the Town to avoid taking an action that would have legal
repercussions for the Town administration, taxpayers, and your constituency.

0 West Falmouth Hwy was part of the original section of the Weld property purchased by the
Town of Falmouth by Town Meeting in 1931 for forestation. Deeds at the time did not carry
modern “conservation” deed terminology, but the result is the same. It was bought with a
conservation purpose and maintained in that conservation use.

It is crystal clear from that Town Meeting vote, purchase, warrant articles for additional
purchases, and decades of annual Town records that the people of Falmouth and the Town
government had initiated a multi-decade project to preserve and protect not only the watershed,
but also forestlands to improve the natural resources, “beauty”, and recreational opportunities
for the residents of Falmouth.

There are also decades of Falmouth Enterprise articles documenting this. This evidence of
dedicated land acquisition and thereafter use, indicate that this land cannot be given away for a
non-conservation use without following the process to remove the land from Massachusetts
Article 97 status.


https://www.google.com/maps/search/0+West+Falmouth+Hwy?entry=gmail&source=g

We also firmly believe it is in the best interests of Falmouth’s residents to keep the land in
conservation use for its benefit as a natural resource and public open space. The Town
unequivocally has treated the land as conservation land since its purchase.

Events such as the state taking land for the construction of Rt. 28 had no impact on the land’s
conservation status, predating Article 97, and furthermore records show that the Town worked
actively with the state to minimize tree loss on the land from the construction of the highway to
further support its status as conservation land.

The intent of the 1931 Town Meeting Warrant Article 71, and other warrant article votes, was to
preserve forest on the parcels. It continued with the explicit planting and maintenance of the
forest consistent with conservation use, and it is depicted as conservation land on numerous
Town and third-party maps and publications. This dedication is uncontroverted.

Town Forest Committee Reports document decades of ongoing care of the woodlands. This
history parallels the watershed protections which were established for the parcels surrounding
Long Pond. We all remember the attempt to place the new police station on one of these parcels,
which was successfully halted earlier this year by citizens speaking out about the need to protect
that woodland.

The critical need to formalize care, custody, and control in the Conservation Commission
resulted in passage of the warrant article in April to formally place 19 of the 20 parcels under
the auspices of the Commission. We performed the historical and deed research to protect those
watershed lands, which was used to inform that Town Meeting vote. If the Housing Trust is
seeking to refute the evidence for this particular parcel, as we suspect, it needs to address the
full body of evidence which is consistent with Article 97 protection across these 20 parcels.

On this score, no action of this Town, and no action of the state Legislature, has changed the
conservation status of any or all of the 20 parcels including this one. Indeed, the Town
stewardship of this forest has never changed legally and has been implemented faithfully since
then. There is also no evidence of the Town taking any formal steps to transfer the land out of
Public Trust and specifically Article 97 protection before or since passage of Article 97 in 1972.

In 1967, 0 West Falmouth Hwy appeared on the first map of the newly formed Conservation
Commission: Reservations for Conservation and Outdoor Recreation'!!, this was still clearly
listed as conservation land even after the 1959-61 construction of Rt. 28. It has subsequently
been listed as conservation land up until the present (See MassGIS Protected and Recreational
Open Space map, Falmouth Open Space and Recreation Plan 2024-2031, and The 300
Committee Conservation Land Map)

On a directly related matter, privatizing our public conservation lands is not a reasonable or
sustainable method to address Falmouth’s large and ongoing need for affordable

housing. Falmouth leads neighboring towns in affordable housing and yet lags behind all our
neighboring towns in percentage of protected lands. Privatizing this woodland park for



development opens the Town up to potential legal, environmental, and financial impacts, and
would deprive the community of a valuable public resource.

Beyond the benefits of this conservation land for recreation and ecosystem services, anyone who
routinely uses the Sippewissett exit realizes that this land is an important buffer between the
high-speed highway and neighborhood. The Housing Trust’s roadside tree clearing proposal
will not address the fundamental issue that the curve is so close to the highway exit ramp where
cars decelerate, and the accident-prone Palmer Ave turn identified in 2024 MassDOT report of
Rt. 28A. As a state road, the land’s current Article 97 status, and custody under the
Conservation Commission would not be a barrier to roadway redesign as MassDOT could act
with the legislature, if necessary, in order to address safety issues. However, in the event of
development and private ownership, any needed redesign would result in an incredibly lengthy
and complicated process to take land by eminent domain for a roadway redesign.

Adding a driveway seems unlikely to be approved according to AASHTO standards. However,
if it were, it would create an extremely dangerous interchange. Obtaining MassDOT approval
would be unlikely if ever granted, time consuming and, if approved, deleterious to traffic safety.

Add to that that 0 West Falmouth Hwy is the scenic gateway to the West Falmouth Historic
District, the designated bike route, accessible to bird watchers and other nature lovers, and part
of a state recognized wildlife corridor. It is not “underutilized.”

On April 22, 2024, your Select Board endorsed the Rights of Nature Resolution “recognizing
the rights of nature, and to effectuate those rights by using it as a basis for the Town’s
policymaking." We trust you will continue to honor that recognition. Privatizing our public
open-space lands for development, even something as beneficial as affordable housing, is not an
appropriate or sustainable method of solving the multiple interconnected problems confronting
our Town.

We respectfully urge the Select Board to vote in support of the warrant article for the October
Town Meeting to place 0 West Falmouth Hwy into the care, custody and control of the
Conservation Commission.

Respectfully,
Eric Hryniewicz
Tammy Gilbert

et al.



Attachment: Housing Trust letter rebuttal

We have gone through the letter and added comments and references to correct the record. This
annotation of Ms. Moynihan’s letter may be seen below with our comments in highlights and
the original unedited text.

Re: Town-owned Land at 0 West Falmouth Highway

Dear Select Board:

Falmouth continues to face a significant housing shortage. The lack of year-round housing affects our
workforce, local businesses, schools, municipal departments, healthcare providers, and the overall
economic vitality of our community.

Town-owned land suitable for housing is a limited public resource. [Land is a limited resource, deed
restricted housing can be achieved through a variety of means. We currently rank behind all

neighboring towns in proportion of conserved land'. Forest land is non-fungible and limited.
Housing production can take a variety of strategies outside of green-field development]. We
recognize that questions have been raised regarding the historical purpose of the land at 0 West
Falmouth Highway. At the same time, Town Meeting did vote to dispose of the land for housing

[This 2024 vote was based on erroneous information that the land was a tax title taking rather
than deliberately purchased land, intended for forestation and conservation. Multiple Town
Meeting members reported they would not have voted for the disposal if they had been presented
with accurate information at the time.]

In addition, Town Meeting also voted in November 2025 to not preserve the land as open space under
the care and control of the Conservation Commission.

[Note: The vote was just 4 votes shy of a 2/3 majority needed to transfer care and custody of the
land per the warrant article, not a vote “not to preserve the land.” The majority of Town Meeting
Members were in favor of transferring custody to the Conservation Commission; 116 in favor, 63
against.]

The purpose of this letter is to request that the Select Board re-evaluate the parcel of land at 0 West
Falmouth Highway for housing to make use of this underutilized Town land. Town Counsel has
provided the Select Board with a legal opinion as to the absence of protected status of the land. I have
also researched the history of the land and can offer the following additional information to support
Town Counsel's opinion:

In 1931, the Town acquired what is known as the "Weld Parcel" (a total of 132 acres) [The Weld parcel

actually was 103 acres, 42 rods (Map 50A)2] from which the land at 0 West Falmouth Highway is
derived. There were two articles on the 1931 Town Meeting warrant and the Committee for the Protection
of Long Pond made the recommendations for the Articles. Article 70 - to purchase "that portion of the
Weld property bordering Long Pond deemed necessary for the protection of Long Pond water shed" and
Article 71 — "that portion of the Weld property near Long Pond for the purposes of forestation, being the
remainder of said property not required for water shed protection purposes'. [Ms. Moynihan accurately



quotes the warrant article but then in her letter discounts the clear language “for the purposes of
forestation.”]

This acquisition was not recommended by the Town Forest Committee but the Committee to Protect Long
Pond, [Ms. Moynihan appears unaware that the Committee on the Protection of Long Pond was
specifically formed in the late 1920’s composed of members of both the Water and Forestry
Committee members, with the mission of identifying and acquiring land for conservation. If one
looks at the composition of the six member of Committee in 1931, it includes all three members of
the Forestry Committee; James Nicol, Wilfrid Wheeler, and Harry V. Lawrence (1931 Town
Report pp 129-132)%,%] It was split up in this fashion because of the funding for the purchase —the
watershed lands under Article 70 with sums appropriated from balances of special Water Works
appropriation and former bond issues and the remaining land (Article 71) not required for watershed
purposes from funds to be raised and appropriated from taxation. (See Falmouth Enterprise published
Town Meeting warrant 1931 and Town Reports 1931, Sheets 1 and 2 attached),

[Ms. Moynihan appears to make an assumption that the land purchase was split in two because of
funding issues; however, this is not supported by the record. The 1931 Town Report p. 131-132,
Report of the Town Forest Committee® describes the importance of forestation and the benefits of
the Town forest area as “a recreational park [for| the people of the town” and careful reading of
the actual Warrant Articles shows largely overlapping sources of funding consistent with warrant
articles from other years. The subsidiary recommendations to fund the watershed purchase from
water related funds and the forest portion from taxes is not the reason for the separate purchases,
but because they were being acquired for different purposes.

The 1931 Report of the Town Accountant lists the specific moneys spent. The funds spent for the
WELD PROPERTY PURCHASE FOR TOWN FOREST (p.194)° were $2469.50 (at $50 per acre,
this was 49.39 acres) the WATER SHED purchase (p.199)” was $2,693.63 (also at $50 per acre,
this was 53.8726 acres); 49.39 acres plus 53.8726 acres equals 103.2626 acres. The Weld parcel as
mentioned above was 103 acres and 42 rods, or 103.2625 acres. The records indicate clearly that
the Town chose to buy the entire Weld parcel and chose deliberately to acquire almost half of it
specifically for the “Town Forest.”

During the Great Depression, the average MA income was $766; accordingly, the purchase of this
land was not a trivial decision.]

The land at 0 West Falmouth Highway is a portion of the most westerly portion of the Weld 132-acre
parcel located adjacent to the 1900 "county road" [Note: This is the road now known as West
Falmouth Hwy, Rt 28A. Before the construction of the modern divided highway, Rt 28, e.g. until
the late 1950’s, it was known as the North Shore Road or Route 28 and as the Old Main Road at
least as late as 1969] and furthest away from Long Pond, it is shown on Land Court Plan 50A (See
Sheet 3 attached). The 1931 deed to the Town (Document 5742, See Sheets 4-6 attached) does not state
the land was acquired for water protection purposes or conservation purposes. [Note: Other deeds of
that period (e.g. the 19 parcels placed in conservation protection by the April 2026 Town Meeting)
did not all specify that the lands were purchased for water or forestry conservation, despite being
purchased by Town Meeting vote for those purposes. Oddly, the Town GIS map (accessed
9/8/2026) still does not reflect the April Meeting transfer of the lots around the Pond to the
Conservation Commission and still lists them incorrectly as under the Selectboard and many as
“Vacant Tax Title”.] The deed indicates that the Weld parcel was subject to rights of way over it
granted to Daniel and Virtue Bowerman, who owned land abutting the parcel at the most westerly
portion adjacent to the "county road". [The Bowermans did not solely own abutting land by the
county road: Bowerman land bordered the north side of the Weld land for the entire distance to
the Thompson land (aka “the Swamp”) where the cranberry bogs were located, directly north of



Long Pond (see map S0A).] Also, Edward Thompson and Henrietta Thompson were granted rights over
the parcel for taking sand for a cranberry bog and to deposit turf from the bog [The Thompsons had
already sold their land in 1930. ® It appears that they had permission to continue to farm
cranberries there, as was done on some other portions of town owned land. This is consistent with
conservation uses that can be inclusive of agricultural land uses, for example nearby Peach Tree
Circle Farm.]

The Town's Committee for the Protection of Long Pond report for 1932 to Town Meeting indicates that
49 acres of the 132-acre Weld parcel was acquired for water protection [There are two errors here: as
mentioned above, the parcel was 103 acres 42 rods, not 132 acres. In addition, this claim of 49 acres
for water protection is not in the text of this report (pp.140-141)°: there is no reference to the section
of the Weld parcel acquired in 1931 for the watershed, there is only a reference to the 49 acres
(purchased in 1931) for town forest purposes. The report does refer to 34 acres of town forest at the
north end of the pond. This probably refers to the 34.7 acres of the original “Town Forest” acquired
sometime in the 1920’s on the west side of the pond near the north end, abutting the southern edge
of the former Weld parcel, as seen on Ms. Moynihan’s page 9. According to the Weld registered
land map 50A, Daniel Bowerman owned that land in 1900.] The Committee report provides that 49
acres of the Weld property was acquired for town forest purposes and "adjoins land within the watershed".
(See Sheets 7,8 attached). The Weld parcel lands extended to the north of Long Pond and also on the
eastern side of Long Pond, which portions of the Weld parcel are now designated within the Town Forest
(See discussion of Town Bylaw below). Town forest lands are also identified on the Assessor's Map,
updated to 1947, located to the south and east of the property that is now 0 West Falmouth Highway (See
Sheet 9 attached). The land at 0 West Falmouth Highway is not identified as Town forest. [Note: on the
1947 Assessor’s map presented by Ms. Moynihan, only the original 34.7 acres are identified as
“Town Forest.” The other lots around the pond are merely identified as Town of Falmouth or
Trustees of Public Reservations, an early conservation group. The Reservation lands were later
acquired by the town. Is Ms. Moynihan arguing that the original plot is the only Town Forest? In
any event, this is not correct as the Town Forest was an area beyond the Watershed of Long Pond.
There is aerial photographic evidence from 1952'° showing forest on the 0 West Falmouth parcel
with an identical appearance and contiguous with the “Town Forest” of Sheet 9. This is consistent
with Forest Committee reports of tree plantings along this road.

In addition to the repeated references from 1931 about the western section of the former Weld
property being acquired for town forest, the land at 0 West Falmouth Highway has been consistently
identified as conservation land. For example, see the 1967 Falmouth Conservation Commission Map
of Reservations for Conservation and Outdoor Recreation, The 300 Committee Map, the Falmouth
Open Space and Recreation Plan 2024-2031 (maps 4-4, 5-1, 7-1, and 9-1), and the Mass GIS Data
Hub'!. These clearly identify the land as conservation land after the construction of the Highway--
in 1959-61]

The property at 0 West Falmouth Highway was cut off from other Town lands by the construction of the
state highway, Route 28. It was fragmented by the state's road taking from the Town land. [The highway
passes through the formerly contiguous parcel; we do not understand what the author means by
adding “fragmented.” The reader is given the impression that the author is trying to emphasize that
the land is so “fragmented” as to deny its worth and its current and past use as Conservation Land
as identified in town documents, Conservation Commission documents, 3" party non-profits’
literature. This characterization conflicts with the records showing that even at the time of planning
of the highway the town communicated with the state in order to minimize loss of trees on the land
(see town reports 1956 p. 199'2, 1959 p. 166'°)]



Similarly, the Garrison Road subdivision, located to the north of 0 West Falmouth Highway, contains a
triangle [0.07 acres] of land still owned by the Town that was acquired from Marietta Whipple in or about
1941 [Whipple land purchased, Sept. 29 1941, Registry of Deeds 585-219'%] as a result of the Town's
acquisition of lands around Long Pond (See Whittle [Whipple] Land Plan, Sheet 10 attached), This
Garrison Road subdivision land was also fragmented by the Route 28 road taking and construction, (See
Town GIS Map, Sheet 11 attached)

[This property is not germane to this argument. Again, it is unclear what the author means by
“fragmented.” While difficult to read under the “UNOFFICIAL COPY” watermark, Sheet 10
makes clear that when Marietta Whipple sold a parcel to the Town, she retained additional property
to the west, which is now the Garrison Rd development. There are no indications that the Garrison
Road property was ever acquired by the Town of Falmouth and no record it was ever intended to
be acquired by the Town of Falmouth for either Forestation or Watershed Lands. It is an unrelated
parcel and not germane to this matter.

For the record, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, in the 1959 highway taking, did take a corner
of a lot owned by William G. Mullen (parcel 1-40, 4,215 sq ft or 0.097 acres). The remainder of this
lot (0.3 acre) is not individually identifiable on the current town GIS map. However, there is a house
that rests across the property line. The 0.3 acre lot and the other lot (0.28 acres) appear on the
Falmouth GIS map to be listed together under 51 Garrison Rd, 0.59 Acres. The triangle of Falmouth
town land (which was a part of the Whipple purchase by the Town) which remained west of Rt 28
and Mr. Mullen’s loss are very small areas; one might even call them “fragments.” However, the
Garrison Road development was hardly affected by the 1959 taking, and does not justify the
“fragmented” descriptor. The Garrison Road development is not pertinent to the discussion of
Falmouth town land acquired for conservation purposes as it was not acquired by the Town.

The 1959 Commonwealth of Massachusetts Department of Public Works Layout No. 4795 and
Order of Taking, lists over 70 sections of parcels along a length of about 14,000 feet and width of
about 400 feet, taken from various owners along the highway layout. Only land directly in the right
of way was taken and the remainder of owners’ lots were not affected. It should also be noted that
Town documents from 1958-62 demonstrate that the Town Forest Committee explicitly consulted
with the state to minimize tree removal for the construction of the highway through the former
Weld Parcel “one of our oldest plantations” of forest. See 1956 (p.199) and 1959 (p.166) Town
Reports (in endnotes referred to above)]

The land at 0 West Falmouth Highway has been modified over the years from the original portion of the
1931 Weld parcel located on the westerly portion adjacent to the "county road". These alterations do not
indicate any involvement of the state legislature for approval as protected lands. [Note that, as current
conservation land law under Article 97 was not established until November 1972, there would have
been no need for such legislative action in 1937 or in 1959. Falmouth only established its
Conservation Commission in 1961 (March 7, 1961, Town Warrant article no. 101, p. 55 of the 1961
Annual Report'®)

Furthermore, the 1959 Taking for Rt 28 actually was approved by the Legislature for state highway
construction. Additionally, the Town Forest Committee, in contemporaneous reports, specifically
consulted with the state to minimize the area of forest removed for the highway corridor. See 1956
and 1959 Town Reports of the Forest Committee and DPWs (in endnotes referred to above)]

In 1937, Virtue Gifford and others petitioned Town Meeting to authorize the Select Board to convey a
portion of the parcel at 0 West Falmouth Highway. This was authorized by Town Meeting - Article 58 -
in 1937 (See Sheet 12 attached). Virtue Gifford owned land abutting to the north and also conveyed a
piece of land to the Town. This portion of the land at 0 West Falmouth Highway conveyed by the Town



as authorized by Town Meeting in 1937 is now used for residential housing. [Note: The area that is
Virtue Circle was never conveyed to the town. Virtue Bowerman did not convey all her land in this
area; she only sold a section to the east for the town’s watershed and forest acquisition project.
Although she was involved with the arrangement of the trade, she did not own the land involved in
this trade. The trade involved one lot with a single extant house: “residential housing” misrepresents
this property transfer.] Although this was referenced as a type of land swap, it was conveyed by the
Town to Oscar and Annah Huntting by deed signed by the Board of Selectmen (Document 10,412) by
"virtue of the authority conferred on them by said vote" (of Town Meeting). (See deed Sheet 13-16
attached). No state legislative action was referred to with respect to this land transfer, and none has been
located.

[This was an actual swap, an accommodation to the Hunttings: When their house was built (on
former Bowerman land), due to an error, it slightly overlapped the property line, intruding onto
town forest land. Two narrow triangles were swapped, a section 25 feet wide abutting W. Fal. Hwy
was conveyed to the Hunttings and a mirror triangle to the Northeast; owned by the Hunttings, was

conveyed to the Town. (See LC 50C 16) and the deed documenting the Huntting’s transfer of land

to the town'’: J uly 7, 1938, 542-193). This land trade explains the jog in the border between 0 West
Falmouth Hwy and 15 Virtue Circle & 243 W Falmouth Hwy. The trade means that there was no
net loss to the Town Forest, an action which is remarkably compatible with modern Article 97
regulations. Again, as there were no state regulations in 1937 about conservation land, to bring up
a lack of legislative approval is moot.]

In 1959, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts took a large portion [2.89 acres of the 103.26 acres] of
the [former] Weld parcel located west of Long Pond running north and south for the construction of
the new state highway, Route 28. This taking in effect "cut off' the land at 0 West Falmouth Highway,
and other lands acquired by the Town located to the east of Route 28 in and around Long Pond. [The
above statement refers to Parcel 1-43B in the 1959 Layout, Sheet 15 of 18%: Registered land LCC
50, Cert 2668, Bk. 11 Pg. 123. This taking was not unique to the former Weld land; parcels were
taken from numerous private citizens and from other Town lands, including part of the original
“Town Forest” (Parcel 1-43D: 10.23 acres). Town records show that the Town Forest Committee
was concerned about the effect of the highway on town forest lands, but was reassured by the
State that only the trees in the direct path of the highway would be cut. This does not sound as if
they intended to ignore the land and trees west of the new highway. They continued to treat and
list the land as public open space following construction of the highway corroborating this.

Even before 1959 planned construction of Rte. 28, Falmouth roads had gone through many
improvements and relocations. The 1928 taking to “widen, straighten, relocate or locate anew
said North Shore Road” took sections from a line of many of the same property owners seen in
the 1959 taking list, including a piece of the original Falmouth Town Forest. That taking also
appears to have cut off a parcel from the remainder of Eliza Chute’s land abutting Long Pond.
Note that this parcel, west of 28, now is under the care and custody of the Conservation
Commission: property ID 35 03 012 000.] demonstrating a precedent of the Conservation
Commission holding similar pieces of land.

In 1959, there was a second taking by the Commonwealth of a portion of the land at 0 West Falmouth
Highway that took a portion of the frontage of the parcel along the state highway, [Note that this was
not a distinct separate taking event, but part of the 70 plus takings of the legislatively approved
1959 highway construction project (1959 Commonwealth of Massachusetts Department of Public
Works Layout No. 4795 And Order of Taking).|



This additional taking was to allow for the widening of the access way to and from the new state
highway, Route 28, off West Falmouth Highway (Route 28 A) [This was the original laying out of the
Sippewissett exit ramp as part of the 1959 highway plan, not some new widening of the access
way]. This second taking created the curved frontage along Route 28A as it exists today. The original
Land Court plan (Plan 50A, See Sheet 3 attached) shows the frontage on the highway [as it was in 1900
which may or may not have accurately reflected the frontage after the 1928 Taking. This is the
same road known at the time as the County Road, previously referred to by Ms. Moynihan in
quotation marks] without any curve, indicating how the parcel was altered with this additional taking.
(See Sheet 17 attached for additional taking Plan 50D.

Note because this was Registered land (registered by Ms. Weld in 1900), there is a map 50D added
to the S0A Land Court record series. The map is not an indication of a separate taking, but is a
consequence of the Barnstable Land Court procedures for registered land. Note that the various
parcel numbers are identical to those used in the 1959 Taking No. 4795. This area appears on map
4795-16 of the highway layout. The existing road is identified as both North Shore Road and Route
28 on that 1959 map, further demonstrating how confusing the historical record can be and so we

understand the misinterpretation. (See LC 50D'° and LC SOEZO)]

In 1991, the Town adopted the Watershed Protection Bylaw, Chapter 227 of the Code of Falmouth.

This Bylaw describes the boundary of the Long Pond Watershed as bounded by the state highway, Route
28, to the west, Brick Kiln Road to the north, southerly by Goodwill Park, and easterly by Gifford Street.
This Bylaw (Section 227-4) also describes the area bounded by the state highway, Route 28 to the west,
and by Goodwill Park to the east etc. as the "Town Forest". The parcel at 0 West Falmouth Highway is
not located within the described Long Pond Watershed or the Town Forest boundary. (Sheets 18, 19
attached.

[Note the definition and delineation of “Town Forest” in Falmouth has changed over time. It was
originally only a relatively small rectangle west of Long Pond. As noted above, in the 1931 Town
Report, in the Report of the Town Accountant, there is a section on page 194 listing “WELD
PROPERTY PURCHASE FOR TOWN FOREST: Land $2,469.50,” as distinct from the page 199
entry for WATER SHED [sic]: Weld Property Purchase, Land $2,693.63.

By the 1958 Town Report, p.112, “The major work done for the improvement of the Forest has
continued . .. During the past year an extensive area along the roads encircling the North end of Long
Pond has been released and cleared. . . the five year old plantings of Red Pine along Route 28 has been
cut thus enabling the new trees to get a better start. This plantation has grown well during the past year
... Itis beginning to make a good showing from the highway.” N.B. this is before the modern 28 was
built — they are talking about Town Forest being along what is now known as 28A or West Falmouth
Highway.

In the 1959 Town Report, p. 166: “The new State highway now crosses the Northwest corner of the
Town Forest. It passes through a grove of some mixed but mostly red pine which is one of the first
planting in 1928. It is regrettable that this growth of trees had to be destroyed, but it is a satisfaction
that the remainder are left standing along the roadside and in the center strip as they beautify the
entrance to the village.” Again, notice that they still consider the trees on both sides of the highway
significant and comment on the aesthetics of the wooded approach to town. The divided highway
ends just south of the Sippewissett exit, so to be speaking of the region of highway with the center
strip as Town Forest corroborates that the section including 0 West Falmouth Hwy was
continuously considered Town Forest.



The 1991 Chapter 227 is entirely focused on watershed protection and while it references “the area
commonly referred to as “Town Forest,” as a descriptor of the watershed area, it does not reclassify
of what was or was not Town Forest. 0 West Falmouth continued to be town owned forested land
listed as public opens space.]

The Town's GIS Map illustrates the Lond Pond Watershed around and in the vicinity of Long Pond located
east of Route 28. It indicates the Watershed with a defined distance around Long Pond (blue hash marks),
and Surface Water Protection Zones A, B and C as established by the DEP. The parcel at 0 West Falmouth
Highway is not located in any of these designated zones. (See Sheet 20, 21 attached).

[This is a mischaracterization of our argument. We are not arguing this point; 0 West Falmouth
was purchased for forestation, not explicitly for watershed protection.|

The Tovm's GIS Map illustrates the Town's Water Resource Protection District around and in the vicinity
of Lond Pond Watershed, which is located east of Route 28. The parcel at 0 West Falmouth Highway is
not located within this or any other Water Resource Protection District. (See Sheet 22,23 attached)

[Again, we are not arguing this point; the parcel was purchased for forestation. While connected to
the efforts to protect the Long Pond Watershed, the intent was to establish a Town Forest which
itself was seen to have many benefits for the town?'. It has been identified as conservation land for
many decades, and we are seeking to affirm its legal protection. As public land for 95 years, it clearly
is the class of land covered by Article 97.

The land at 0 West Falmouth Highway is not under the care and control of the Conservation
Commission [We are submitting a warrant article at the October Town Meeting to do so.] It is not
permanently deed-restricted as open space. [As noted above, other parcels of land around Long Pond,
which was moved into the care of the Conservation Commission in April by Town Meeting vote
were also not restricted through deeds] As not above, Town Meeting voted in November 2025 in effect
for the Select Board to retain jurisdiction over the property. It is surrounded by single family residential
development, multi-family housing, and the state highway, Route 28. The limited size of the parcel and
its absence of continuity from other open space lands excludes it as significant for permanent community
open space protection purposes.

[0 West Falmouth Hwy is not an underutilized, fragmented parcel, but long-time wooded land,
identified as Wildlife Corridor on Falmouth and State GIS maps, contiguous with the wooded state
land along the west side of Rt 28. To the west is the Saconesset Homestead - built in 1678 and the
oldest house in the town of Falmouth and the 30 acre Bowerman Farm on which the Homestead
stands. The woods provide an important buffer for the neighborhood from the high-speed highway
and form the entry to the scenic West Falmouth Historic District. With increasing development
pressure and subdivision, 0 West Falmouth becomes even more important as a woodland resource
and should be preserved.]

The parcel at 0 West Falmouth Highway presents an opportunity to advance carefully planned, context-
sensitive housing that responds to the community need for housing while complying with all applicable
environmental regulations and local, state, and federal laws and permitting requirements, It also
represents an opportunity to provide deed-restricted affordable and attainable housing in West
Falmouth, where none exists currently. Our survey and engineering work conducted to date indicates
that: (1) two housing units can be built on the parcel by right within one duplex building with less than
5% overall lot coverage for building, parking and pavement, some limited amount of lawn area, and the



remainder of the 2.5 + acre site undisturbed vegetation; (2) the site allows ample room for construction
of more than two housing units if the Select Board deems additional housing units as appropriate [Note:
After presenting what seems like a modest development, the author jumps to a vague mention of
additional units without any defined limits. This conflicts with earlier statements meant to suggest
a goal of conserving forest on the parcel.

Any development would be contingent on MassDOT permitting a curb cut in close proximity to the
highway exit ramp and multiple intersections, including that with Palmer Ave, the site of frequent
accidents. Furthermore, when Ms. Moynihan alludes to the possibility of further housing at the site.
We must point out that the lot is land-locked, surrounded by Rt 28, Rt 28A, and private property,
making a secondary emergency access for a larger development impossible.]

Mass DOT site distances can be met at the site for one shared curb cut access and clearing of vegetation
now located in the state right of way, which clearing of the state right of way to expand site distance will
be a safety benefit to the Town and all users of the roadway. (See plans Sheets 24, 25 attached)

[We do not need to permit a development to have MassDOT improve sightlines. There is a
considerable border of State Highway land along the eastern side of that section of road. The
Town could request that the Highway Administration do this pruning. A MassDOT crew
performed pruning in the area this month at a resident’s request to remove branches which were
beginning to overhang the curb. Now one can catch glimpses of the historic stone wall fronting the
northern end of the parcel. However, improving sight lines along the east side of the road will
have little or no impact on the exit ramp itself nor on the intersection with Palmer Ave on the
west, sites of frequent accidents. This remains an accident-prone section of road due to its layout
and design.]|

We are providing this information to the Select Board to support a re-evaluation of the land for housing
for consideration of re-issuance of a RFP. A new RFP can be issued at any time as the Select Board has
the authority to do so pursuant to the vote of Town Meeting. Given the time and effort put into the

RFP process by the Select Board, Town staff and Town Meeting, it seems appropriate for the Select Board
to re-evaluate this parcel for housing.

Thank you for your continued leadership and your consideration.
Sincerely,

Falmouth Housing Trust, Inc.

By, LatiralVr. Miosiitian Fxeeutive Piector/
In House Counsel

[Rebuttal Summary: Decisions made under incorrect assumptions should not be approved just
because of the time and effort put into them. Members of the public attempted to intervene at earlier
stages when the RFPs were still in the planning stages and before the RFP was even released, only
to be repeatedly told that we would have opportunities to offer feedback at later stages. It appears
that the feedback of numerous town residents was not respected, as a result, the Town continued on



its course, resulting in all parties expending resources, until the potential legal ramifications became
clear. This is not the time to renew this project and commit further resources to a flawed approach.
This is the time to formalize the protection of this land. We must as a town work to find sustainable
approaches to housing and not destroy our limited public green spaces.

We ask that the Select Board maintain their spring decision and support the warrant article to
place this land under the care and custody of the Conservation Commission]|

Please See Appendix below for sources:



Endnotes

1 Calculations of protected land percentage vary but Falmouth lags most Cape Cod towns (11/15) and all
neighbors (see data here):
https://www.capecodcommission.org/our-work/regional-open-space-plan/

https://sethrolbein.substack.com/p/how-much-land-is-protected-a-reckoning



https://www.capecodcommission.org/our-work/regional-open-space-plan/
https://sethrolbein.substack.com/p/how-much-land-is-protected-a-reckoning
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Report of Committee on Protection of Long Pond
Watershed. .

To the Board of Selectmen:

We beg to submit the ‘following report of the work of this
committee during the year 1931.

In accordance with the vote of the town at the last an-
nual town meeting, the large tract of land at the north end
of Long Pond running from the State Road easterly to and
across the Brick Kiln Road was purchased from the Estate
of Loretta B. Weld. This comprises in all 103.25 acres which
will be planted with evergreens as a further protection to
the watershed. Two parcels of land on the west side of the
pond were also purchased from Samuel and Isabel Moore,
these two parcels comprising 10 acres. All the foregoing land
was purchased at a price of $50 an acre. As a result of these
additions there is now a total of 72.8 acres of land in the
watershed of Long Pond which has been purchased for the
protection of the water supply. In addition there are ap-
proximately 74 acres controlled by the Trustees of Public Res-
ervations and 85 acres under the control of the Town Forest
Committee.

Early in the summer negotiations were begun with cer-
tain owners on the easterly side of the pond with a view to
purchasing their land. After careful examination of the ter-
ritory and conferences with various authorities having ex-
perience in such matters, we were of the unanimous opinion
that it was desirable to purchase land right up to Gifford
Street and Brick Kiln Road wherever possible, We have re-
ceived assurances from owners of the following parcels that
they are willing to sell their holdings for $50 an acre, and
articles will be inserted in the warrant for the next town
meeting providing for acquiring them: Forbes Estate 100
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acres; Est. Thomas H. Lawrence, et. al., 40 acres; Virtue B.
Gifford, 4 acres.

Your committee is of the unanimous opinion that it is
very desirable and necessary to acquire these parcels of land
and to continue the work of acquiring sufficient land around
the pond to adequately protect it from the possibility of any
future nuisances. We are advised that this policy is thor-
oughly approved by the State Board of Public Health who,
by law, must give its approval to all acquisition of land for
the protection of public water supply.

The survey work has been continued throughout the year
by our Engineer, G. A. Griffin, and the topography showing
the watershed divide has been completed around the pond.
All contours have been surveyed over an area of 303 acres,
and 10.3 miles of stadia traverse have been run for this pur-
pose. This has all been plotted on the scale of 1 inch to 100
feet with a contour interval of 5 feet and will be reduced to
a scale of 1 inch to 200 feet and show all topography, such
roads as were crossed during the work, and property lines.
Property surveys have been made with transit and tape of a
total length of 13,800 feet on all the areas so far taken and
work is now in progress on the prospective purchases. This
work requires greater accuracy than the topographical work
and the cost of this should be properly included in the pur-
chase of the land. Although the funds for the Long Pond
survey are practically exhausted, it is recommended that pro-
visions be made for these property line surveys by including
their cost in the amount appropriated for purchase.

EUGENE E. C. SWIFT,
C. W. HADLEY,
JAMES NICOL,
CHARLES E. L. GIFFORD,
HARRY V., LAWRENCE,
WILFRID WHEELER,
Committee on Protection of Long Pond Watershed.
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Report of the Town Forest Committee.

That Forestry is becoming of increasing importance in
the present unemployment situation is evidenced by the fact
that the Government, the states, cities and towns have rec-
ognized it as a means of profitably employing large numbers
of unemployed persons. The state of New York has voted
to use the large sum of $9,000,000 for forestry purposes in
the next few years; many of our towns have added to their
forest areas and other towns not already owning such lands
have started this important work.

We in Falmouth are indeed fortunate in having so cen-
trally located what will become in the future a splendid tract
of forest land, surrounding our water supply, and which with
certain restrictions may be used as a recreational park by
the people of the town.

During the past year your committee has completed the
planting of the land in Good Will Park and the town land to,
the North West of Long Pond, we may now turn our atten-
tion to the large area of over 100 acres, to the East of the
pond, and which has been recently acquired by the town from
the Weld Estate. A part of this land which is directly on
the water shed of Long Pond; your committee with the ap-
propriation made at the Special town meeting has been clean-
ing up so that planting may be started in the spring. We
are leaving some of the best trees on this area such as hickory,
maple, flowering dogwood, etc., and these will be supplement-
ed with plantings of evergreens on the water shed. Consid-
erable cord wood cut from the dead trees on the land has
been distributed by the Welfare Department to needy per-
sons,
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Roads leading into the area have been cleaned out and
ide.
a fire break is being cut along the north s
A forest Survey of the whole area about Long Pond has
been started with the co-operation of the Department of
Conservation and it is hoped that this Survey will greatly
ture work.
help your committee in all of its fu
vaer 20,000 young trees were planted in 1931 and owing
to the very favorable season there were very few losses and
the growth among the earlier planted trees has been satis-

factory.
Your committee would recommend an appropriation of

$1000.00 for 1932.
Respectfully submitted,
JAMES NICOL,
WILFRID WHEELER,
HARRY V. LAWRENCE,
Town Forest Committee.
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Typing

Legal Advice

Traveling Expense
Parks—

Labor

Trucks & Teams

Fertilizer & Loam

Survey & Plan

Supplies

Repairs

Flags

Signs

Turning Water on and off

Care of Parks

Electricity

Police

Water

Repair Flags

CASINO:

Stationery & Printing
Telephone

Supplies

Labor

Trucks & Teams
Fertilizer

Blue Stone

Janitors

Matron

Repairs

Lumber

Float

Laundry

Lights

Clean Cesspool

Police

Turn Water on and off

6 00
75 00

1,460 88
622 50
68 50
29 80
101 70

40 00
17 75

589 50

27 40
10 00

450 00

167 15
94 88
13 05
20 00
32 50
75 05

3,145 58
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Water
Shutters

NEW BATHING CASINO:
Labor
Paint
Fittings
Shutters

OLD SILVER BEACH PARK:
Labor

TOWN FOREST CLEARING:
Labor
Transportation

GOOD WILL PARK:
Labor
Team
Tools

TOWN FOREST:
Labor
Trucks
Express

WELD PROPERTY PURCHASE
FOR TOWN FOREST:

Legal Advice

Land

MEMORIAL DAY:
Printing & Postage
Band

92 00
41 93

$ 28 00
13 60
22 57
12 07

s 344 50
20 00

$ 317 48
79 18
310

$ 920 50
46 00
33 38

$ 26 50
2,469 50

$ 385
200 00

2,571 48

6 24

281 50

364 50

399 76

999 88

2,496 00



71931 Falmouth Town Report, Report of the Town Accountant
https://archive.org/details/falmouth-town-report-1931/page/199/mode/2up

199

Labor

Pump & Fittings
Carpentry
Lumber, etc.
Telephone
Advertising
Express

Clear Pipe

WILD HARBOR EXTENSION:
Services

WATER SHED:
Moore Property Purchase—
Engineering
Legal Advice
Land

Weld Property Purchase—
Engineering
Legal Advice
Land
Recording Deed

CEMETERIES:
General Care—
Labor
Tools

NORTH FALMOUTH CEMETERY:

Care

EAST MAIN ST. CEMETERY:
Fences

294 00
8,317 27
170 55
49 26

5 40

11 20
11 73
12 00

$ 52 00
43 50
504 50

S 73 50
26 50
2,693 63

3 02

$ 169 47
2 00
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INTEREST & MATURING DEBT

INTEREST:
Temporary Loans $ 5,887 T2
General Loans 10,344 37
Water Loans 8,131 25
11,111 34 LOANS:
Temporary $340,000 00
General 29,500 00
Ll Water 33,500 00
AGENCY, TRUSTS & REFUNDS
600 00
AGENCY:
Taxes—
State $ 19,800 00
Auditing 2 96
Veterans Exemption 33 82
Highway Tax 5,793 00
s 0ld Age Assistance 2,062 00
Parks & Reservations 208 35
County 58,763 28
171 47 TRUSTS & INVESTMENTS:
Cemetery Perpetual Care
REFUNDS:
1
il Taxes, 1930 $ 25 80
Taxes, 1931 774 36
236 90 Motor Excise, 1930 63 04

24,363 34

403,000 00

86,663 41

1,597 88
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Report of Committee on Protection of
Long Pond Watershed

To the Board of Selectmen:

Submitted herewith is a report of the work of this Com-
mittee during 1932.

A considerable area was added to the watershed property
owned or controlled by the town, by the purchase of three
tracts of land; two owned by the Forbes estate, one by the
Heirs of Thomas H. Lawrence and one by Arnold and Virtue
B. Gifford. The Forbes and the Lawrence parcels are on the
Easterly shore of the pond and extend to Gifford St. on the
East and the Brick Kiln Road on the north, while the Gif-
ford parcel is on the westerly side of Long Pond Swamp and
adjoins the Weld land previously acquired. The total of
these purchases added 162.09 acres to the Town’s holdings,
making a total of 283.2 acres obtained by purchase. Of this
49 acres of the Weld property was acquired for town forest
purposes but adjoins land within the watershed. In addition
to the above there are 53 acres bordering Long Pond under
the control of the Trustees of Public Reservations and 34
acres of town forest at the north end of the pond and about
90 acres comprising Goodwill Park at the southerly end of
the pond, making in all about 444 acres which may be used
for town forest and watershed protection.

The entire cost of land purchased for watershed pur-
poses during 1932 was met by surplus funds of the water de-
partment. Due to the general financial conditions, it is not
recommended that any further purchases of watershed land
be made for the present. When conditions improve we re-
commend that the work continue, until the entire area sur-
rounding the water supply be owned by the town.
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A large amount of work has been done this year in clear-
ing, planting, and otherwise improving the watershed prop-
erty. This was done under the supervision of the Town For-
est Committee whose report will cover this in detail.

The improvement of roads and the clearings accomplished
by the Forestry Department have very materially added to
the protection of the reservoir and the public is invited to
visit and inspect the property which can now be done with-
out difficulty.

The survey work in connection with acquiring this land
involved running out several thousand feet of property line,
searching many old deeds and conferring with former own-
ers as to the lines. The surveys were made with a view to de-
termining the areas, as the price for the land was on an
acreage basis. All the land purchased to date has been
bounded out by setting leaded cement posts.

In addition to the work incident to acquiring these par-
cels, topographical surveys have been completed for the re-
maining land within the watershed and in some cases prop-
erty line surveys have been made and plotted so that future
purchases can be based on this data. A large plan of the
land bordering Long Pond has been made on the scale of 200
feet to the inch which shows the topography as far as taken,
the areas of all parcels with the former owners' names and
the date of acquisition. This plan shows the location of por-
tions of certain roads which were adjacent to the line of sur-
vey. It is recommended that enough additional work be done
to complete the plan as far as these roads are concerned.
This will not involve any considerable expense and should
prove useful, especially in carrying out the plans for re-for-
estation which are now in progress.

E. E. C. SWIFT,
CHAS. E. L. GIFFORD,
H. V. LAWRENCE,
JAMES NICOL,
WILFRID WHEELER,
Committee on Protection of
Long Pond Watershed.
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have grown above the hardwood undergrowth if they are to
survive,

2. Further “release cutting” and pruning were carried
on in some of the older plantations. This consists of removing
the dead branches and lower one third branches. This en-
ables the trees to reach a mature growth, free of knots,
stronger and vigorous. These old plantations are showing
improvement each year and soon will approach the real
forest stage.

3. All the “seedlings” that remained from past pur-
chases, have now been replanted in the new areas. It is con-
templated that the Committee will obtain 6,500 three and
four year old trees, from the State Nurseries, if our budget
be approved and we are preparing new “sites” or plantations
for setting them out. Some of the species will be “under-
planted”. Among this contemplated purchase will be 500
trees suitable for Christmas trees for the Town use, when they
reach suitable size.

4. A project was undertaken that was not included in
the “Plan” but we believe to be a benefit to another committee
of the Town. That was to clear and prepare a site for a “nur-
sery” for the Tree Planting Committee. The Planting Com-
mittee was to furnish the trees and materials and the Forester
and his assistant perform the labor of clearing and planting.
There are now approximately 400 trees that will become future
“shade” trees along our streets. If these trees from the nur-
sery plan are replanted as they mature, and are set out upon
reaching suitable size, a supply can be assured at a low cost
to the Tree Planting Committee, and the care of these trees
can be included in the regular work of the Forest Committee.

The Committee was able to purchase a “Brush King
Rotary Power Saw” this year which enables the Forester to
carry out much more of his “releasing program” than by the
old hand cutting method.

We welcomed the Boy Scouts to the Forest again this year
for their camping activities. They also turned to and helped
in some of the “release” work. Also we have opened the
Forest to horseback riders and they have established several
bridle paths. We can not open the Forest to camping because
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most of the plantations are the Watershed for the Town’s
Drinking Water and camping must be prevented for obvious
reasons.

We find that the new State Highway will cut through
one of our oldest plantations but in making this cut through
we are told that only the trees on the highway location it-
self will be cut or removed. These trees are not yet large

enough for lumber use; however, we hope to realize some
value from cordwood kindling.

We will be compelled to hire a “Bulldozer” this year to
serape out some of the roads in the Forest. They are badly
rutted and have holes of water when it rains and with hand
labor we cannot do the repair work required. Also many of
the roads are grown over and cannot be used as a “firebreak”.
So, for the good of the forest, we are compelled to fix them this
year.

Our work truck for use in the forest was a second hand
truck when we bought it and it is becoming costlier to keep
it going. This truck is used to carry the saws and tools and
men as needed in the forest and is essential to the work of the
Forester. We are asking for a Ford or equal ‘pickup” or 1 ton
truck in our budget. The old truck is a 1947 Ford truck.

In August the Forester and his assistant volunteered to
build a new chimney, that complied with the building code,
for the cabin and do away with the stove pipe type of chim-
ney sticking through the roof and badly rusted out. They had
practically completed same when Mr. Hastay slipped and fell
from the roof. He sustained a severe dislocation of his left
shoulder and multiple bruises which laid him up for six
weeks.

We sent the Forester to the annual meeting of the Town
Forest Committee held in Natick, Massachusetts as none of
the committee members could attend. We believe that we
get valuable data and information by so doing. Dr. Redfleld
attended last year.

The Forest has been patrolled nights and Sundays when
necessary.

The growth of the Town Forest is a slow process and must
reach maturity before any monetary return can be realized.
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Report of the Town Forest Committee

To the Honorable Board of Selectmen
Town Hall, Falmouth, Massachusetts

Gentlemen:

The new state highway now crosses the Northwest corner
of the Town Forest. It passes through a grove of some mixed
but mostly red pine which is one of the first plantings in 1928.
It is regretable that this growth of trees had to be destroyed,
but it is a satisfaction that the remainder are left standing
along the roadside and in the center strip as they beautify
the entrance to the village. The Forester’s cabin on the
Wishing Moon Hill Road lay directly in the “taking” for the
new Highway and has been moved to a position further east
on this road, which remains the main entrance to the Forest.
Two other roads entering the Forest in this neighborhood
have been abandoned because of the construction of the
“Limited access” type of Highway.

The moving required rebuilding the foundations and
chimney of the cabin and sundry repairs to the cabin as well,
all of which have been completed by the Forester and his
assistant Frank Hastay. The committee belleves that an ex-
cellent job was done and we are pleased to report that the
expense of this work was more than covered by a settlement
made by the state to the Selectmen for the “taking”. The
cooperation of the Highway, Park Departments and Camp-
anella & Cardi in connection with this relocation is gratefully
acknowledged,

Routine maintenance of the roads in the Forest has con-
tinued. The culvert draining the swamp at the north end of
Long Pond Reservoir became clogged causing water to back
up killing many trees. During a period of low water the cul-
vert was cleared and a screen installed to prevent this from
happening again. A “Settling pool” was dredged as well to
further insure control of water and the level in the back
area.
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Article 101. To see if the Town will vote to accept the provisions
of Section 8 C of Chapter 40 of the General Laws, as inserted by Chap-
ter 223 of the Acts of 1857; and the provisions of Clause (51) of Section
5 of said Chapter 40, as inserted by the same Act; and as amended by
Chapter 208 of the Acts of 1959; providing for the establishment, main-
tenance and operation of a conservation commission, The Board of Se-
lectmen are hereby authorized and directed to appoint a commission
composed of five members within 30 days of the acceptance of this
article. The commission may establish a conservation fund and for the
purpose of said commission may expend therefrom the sum of two hun-
dred and fifty dollars which is hereby appropriated thereto.

On request of the Falmouth Rod & Gun Club, Inc,, Henry W. Parker,
President.

Voted, that the Town does accept the provisions of Section 8C of
Chapter 40 of the General Laws, as inserted by Chapter 223 of the Acts
of 1957; and the provisions of Clause (51) of Section 5 of said Chapter
40, as inserted by the same Act; and as amended by Chapter 208 of the
Acts of 1959; providing for the establishment, maintenance and oper-
ation of a conservation commission. The Board of Selectmen are hereby
authorized and directed to appoint a commission composed of five mem-
bers within 30 days of the acceptance of this article. The commission
may expend therefrom the sum of two hundred and fifty dollars which
is hereby appropriated thereto.

Passed by a unanimous vote, a quorum being present.



16 1.C 50B Swap of equal area of forest land for accidental intrusion onto town property
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Filed with Cert, of Title No. 19 Regletry District of Barnstable County
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17 Huntting Deed of land swap.

had any right, title or interest in the said lands at the time aforesaid.

aﬂ tﬂltﬁlss Mhlftﬂf, I hereunto set my hand and seal this... . first
June . N Ol];n the year one thousand nine hundrcyang IE riy-eigh
A

OFFICIAL OFFICIAL
COPY

Signed and sealed in pruencgofo PY /

NoOoT .
AN | Deputy énﬂri’rr.

O Fhe Eomnfordvekith of MaSslhufeetfs € I A L
coprPyYy COoOPY
 June é L1 38,

zmulous E. Hall by,
7

BARNSTAELR, ss.
Then personally appearcd the above named
his free act and deed,

and acknowledped the foregoing instrument 1o he

before me

Barnstable, ese., August 11, 1938, and is recorded.

)PPt

e, Oscar L, Tuntin and Annah L. Hunting, husband and wife, both of
ddlasex

Watertown, County of, .nd Commonvealth of l'mssachuzetts, no tenmnto by the
entiretr and in all capreities, for consideration paid, _-g-unt to the Town of
Falmouth with UITCLAILY COVIJLALINS a cortain triangular parcel of land loceted
in that mwt of said Talmout: comionly known &s /eat Talmouth and beliny that
parcel of unrezistered lend shown on Ilan 50C epntitled "Subdivision of Land
shown on Flan WB and filed with Cert. of Title ilo. 19 Resistry Districy -
Tarnatable County Land in Falmouth, April 4, 1937, George A. OTiffin, Civil
Snninear”, said land herein conveyed beinsd bounded and described as follows:=

NO-THRASTZRLY by land of Arpold J. Gifford et al, 27,50
feet more or less;

SOUMTEASTFRLY by other land of seid Town of Falmouth,being
resistered land 172.99 feet;

NORTW:STERLY by other and remaining land of the grantors,
167.50 feest more or leas.

IN WITLFSS hi RECF we the seid Oscar L. Hunting end Armah L, Hunting

hersunto sat our hands &nd seals th g ?ﬁ- day of Julr A. D. 1938

, /
)y vy

L8 fcat ey




N OT muyy 10
PersonallyPapbbared the above named Oscar L. nﬁnl‘& and soknowledged

the m.gogusngmlnnCwaﬁM;‘fru act anpdoFod,F IC1lA
COPY

Before me,

NOT

F I My comtsddonFoxires L/P«
C Y COPY

Barnstable, ss,, Zeceived Aungust 12, 1938, and i8 recorded.

OF

AR e v

—— e e —— T

I, Thomss F, Duffy, Temporsry Conservator
of the property of Amelis E, Scholey, under sp-
pointment of tre Probste Court for the County
of Middlesex dsted April 26, 1935 snd ss tempo-
rary conservabor in possession of s mortgage
from Fred J, Donnelly to Amelis F. Scholey,
dated June 2, 1930 snd recorded in Barnstable
County Registry of Deeds, Book 477, page 566,
hereby, as temporary conservator, sclmowledpe
sstisfection of the same, hoving received
authority to compromise the obligation gecured
by the ebove mortgape under decres of the Pro-
bate Court for Kiddlesrx Countv dated July 21,

1938,

Barpmtable, se,, Received Auvgust 12, 1938, and is recorded.

e ————— —_—

| m—r— e




18Cornmonwealth of Massachusetts Department of Public Works Layout 4795 Sheet 15 (1959)
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19 1 and Court 50D which is a refiling in the Barnstable Country Registry of Deeds following highway
construction and road realignment.
o ——————— —
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20 T and Court Record 50E

BUBDIVISION PLAN OF LARD IN FALMOUTH

Massachusetts Department of Public Works
E. J. MeCarthy, Chief Engineer
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May 14 ")5
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September 30th 1958 Enterprise Article on ongoing Importance of Town Forests outside the Watershed.
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House, South Africa.

Officials From All Over State
Meet Here To Talk On Forests

In a drenching downpour Sat-
urday 20 members of the For-
est and Park Association of
Massachusetts came to Falmouth
from every corner of the state
for their 31st annual conference.
A few hardy early arrivals met
first in Good Will park, where
they were to make a tour, but
they later moved to a conference
room in Falmouth Recreation
building.

Falmouth's Good Will park and
Town forest were the attractions
for these stafe and local forest-
ers. Milford R. Lawrence of Fal-
mouth, vice-president of the
state association, opened the con-
ference.

He made a double plea for
town forests, that they be for
the greatest possible use and the
greatest possible attractiveness.

“There can be more to a town
forest than a watershed, good |

evergreens, water controls and|
and run-offs,” said Mr. Law-
rence. !

“Here in Ralmouth I would
like to see not coniferous ever-
greens but some substantial
hardwoods as well.”

He said he would like beeches,
holly, some white flowering dog- |
wood, red maples and rock
maples introduced in the town
forest.

‘“We should introduce more of
the element of beauty,” he told
the group.

In talking of state and local
forests and conservation projects
Mr. Lawrence cited Falmouth's
Village Green as an example. !
He explained the protection of
the land as an historical zone
and noted how the elm trees that !
rim the edge of the green today
were planted back in 1832.
Praise For Wheeler

He paid a high tribute to Wil-
frid Wheeler of Hatchville as
horticulturist, a distinguished
man and leader in establishing
Falmouth’s town forest and Good
Will park. Mr. Wheeler was un-
able to attend the meeting. Mr.
Lawrence commended the vol-
unteer, non - paid appointed
boards of the town who work to
improve the town forest, water
and conservation projects.

Members heard about the his-
tory of the town forest and Good
Will park from Ralph J .Walite,
chairman of the Falmouth forest
committee.”

He said that Falmouth is
marking the growth of trees and
carrying through in the antici-
pation that in another 10 years
Falmouth will be able to have
cuttings every five years.

There are 13 entrances to the
forest all marked with signs.
More than six miles of road lead
through the forest where there
are stands of red pines and
white pines, hemlocks, native
pitch, scotch and Australian

pines dntermixed with some of

i

the more predominating native
hardwoods.

Falmouth Boy Scouts have
planted seedlings and camped in
the forest and park while Girl
Scouts have learned wood lore
here. Mr. Waite said that two
classes at Lawrence High school
receive instruetien from Jos-
eph Figuerido, town forester.

In a report from Mr, Figuerido
it was noted that Falmouth can
look to harvesting and market-
ing some of the wood in the 671
acres of the town forest.

More about the town forest
was learned from Dr. Alfred C.
Redfield of Woods Hole, a mem-
ber of the Falmouth town forest
committee. He said the uses of
a town forest are multiple and
not just for preservation of wood
lands and for recreation. He
reasoned that having a town for-
est is an inspiration to private
owners to preserve their own
woodlands.

Dr. Redfield invited the group
to accompany him and Mrs. Red-
field back to Woods Hole for a
look at some of the trees that
were planted on the original Fay
estate. He said that many of
them were English elms, lindens,
sycamores and maples. Later
that afternoon two of the group
did go to Woods Hole.

Rain stopped long enough aft-
er lunch for the members to
drive through Good WIill park
and town forest. Tour of more
than two hours ended the con-
ference.

Melvin B. Shepherd of Pem-
broke was elected chairman of
the organization. Others elected
were Franklin Charter of Acton,
vice-chairman, and Alfred M.
Williams Jr. of Weymouth, sec-
retary.

A. Clayson Tucy, Bourne tree
warden, told the group that
Bourne town forest is a new
project. He said that in the past
five years 20,000 seedlings have
been planted.

“In time Bourne forest will
have a stand,” he said.

He called Bourne Scenic park
“good publicity and good will
for Bourne.” He said that this
year over 500 families used the
camping facilities. Over 40,000
visited the park.

Bourne appropriated $4,200 tor
the park. Receipts are more than
$4,600. He said that Scouts had
used the park and forest but
that no formal program was or-
ganized.

Although Falmouth held the
limelight for much of the morn-
ing session other members were
called on to talk about what
their towns were doing. John Kel-
ler, town forester for Russell,
said that his forest is proof that
town forests “can and should
support themselves financially”.
He said that Russell town forest
has been a demonstration plot
for other municipal water shed
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