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0 West Falmouth Highway How We Got Here 

Article 18 would transfer care, custody and control of two parcels of protected forest land to the Conservation Commission.  

 

1931 
• Town Meeting appropriates $5,700 to acquire the Weld parcel as requested by the “Committee on 

the Protection of the Long Pond Watershed”. 0 W Fal Hwy parcels are part of this acquisition. Stated 
Purpose: “forestation and water protection” 

1959 and after 

• Route 28 separates the parcels from the larger tract; Town ownership continues. 
• Town Forest reports, official maps - including the 1967 Falmouth Conservation Commission map of 

lands under their jurisdiction, planning documents and later GIS records continue to identify the 
land as protected open space. 

Sept-Nov 2024 
• Falmouth Housing Trust asks that parcels be allocated for affordable housing (9/23) & Select Board 

supports the request. 
• Parcels are presented as tax-title land ideal for development & TM authorizes the issuance of an RFP. 

2025 review 

• West Falmouth Village Association (WFVA) documents historic & safety concerns. 
• Advocates examine deeds, Town reports, historical maps and state records. 
• Records show a purchase, not a tax-title taking, and document the original forestation & water-

protection purpose. 
• Repeated requests for Town review are ignored.  
• Residents file a petitioner’s article to transfer the parcels to the Conservation Commission. 

November 2025 

• Town issues RFP and continues to describe parcels as "vacant tax title." 
• WFVA & residents notify Town Counsel & Assessor of inaccuracies in coding of land records around 

Long Pond that may have contributed to the misunderstanding. 
• Late Town Meeting debate includes conflicting claims about acquisition history (now said to be a 

taking when Rte 28 was constructed) and concerns around the ability to make safety improvements 
in this area. 

• The petitioner’s conservation article falls 4 votes shy of the required 2/3 majority and does not pass. 

Jan-Feb 2026 

• MassDOT records show the parcels were not “taken” when Route 28 was constructed. 
• Residents continue to share records, ask the Town to cancel the RFP…no response. 
• Advocates seek review by state legislators and the AG’s Environmental Division. 
• A petitioner’s article for April TM is submitted with 300 Committee support to formally protect the 

rest of the parcels surrounding Long Pond. Residents assist research efforts.  

February 2026 
• Falmouth Housing Trust submits the sole proposal: one duplex to be constructed on the land and 

project costs of more than $1 million. 

March 2026 
• Town Counsel advises Article 97 protections need to be removed to develop the land (3/12). 
• Town Mgt recommends against proceeding; SB votes not to award the land to FHT (3/23). 

April 2026 
• Town Meeting votes 162-22 on article to place 19 other Long Pond parcels with ConComm. 
• 0 W Fal Hwy parcels were excluded as development was still under consideration when article was 

submitted. 

July-Sept 2026 

• Article 18 is submitted to transfer the final two parcels at 0 W Fal Hwy to ConComm. 
• FHT asks the Select Board to reissue the RFP challenging Article 97 status (7/21 memo). 
• Advocates submit a rebuttal & independent legal opinion from an environmental law firm, inform 

state and local reps. 

September 14 

• Select Board will vote whether to endorse Article 18. 
• Mtg packet includes recommendation of “indefinite postponement” & indicates a reversal of Town 

Counsel’s 3/12 position. 
• Advocates request transparency, consideration of the complete record and a positive endorsement 

of the article. 
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